
1 
 

	
2021-09-22	–	Board	meeting	minutes	
 
Present: Christine Halsberghe, Sylvia Masson, Stefania Uccheddu, Manuel Mangoli, Kevin McPeake and Goncalo 
Da Graca Pereira. 

1.	Round	before	starting		
• Kevin had been busy with revamping the scoring system for reviewers of the RdM grant. More details 

below. 
• No news had been received from FECAVA, nothing more to be done at this point. FECAVA have material 

about brachycephalic breeds which can be used. 
 

3.	New	text	RdM	Grant	
Christine and Kevin had worked on the scoring system for reviewers. It was based on the abstract review guidelines. 
The major changes made were regarding who was allowed to apply, and the amount which had been changed to 
2000. Christine explained that the grant was started in order to support daily work and practical things of clinicians 
who work in the field. Goncalo added that things changed in the course and young researchers also receive grants. 
The Board agreed that grants should be available to both so a text will be added to say that applications would be 
accepted from both clinicians and researchers. The grant will be promoted at the October meeting which would 
give applicants 5 months to prepare. The application form is very easy to complete, so applicants should not have 
a huge administrative work to do if they want to apply. 
 

4.	NEWS	
• Hotel reservations had been made for the November F-F meeting in Paris. Travel arrangements had been 

made by the majority of the Board and the rest would be taking care of this soon. 
• Zoom or GotoMeeting : no change is made for now, but in the year coming the board will test both options 

to see if changing to Zoom is a good idea. 

Next webinars to organise: Stefania gathered the answers from her survey and many topics had been proposed : 
emotion and neuroscience, cat behaviour, dog behaviour, psychopharmacology, repetitive behaviours, Client 
management/communication, compliance science, behaviour change in people. Online consultation/ telemedicine 

Ø A serie of 3 talks on the same subject could be done each year 
 

5.	Working	groups	
News from the groups. Dogs on Law and Shelters are going on. A new CBD group will be launched and Stéphane 
Bleuer-Elsner is leading it. A member from the board will be part of it to allow a better communication between 
the board and the working group (in this case Sylvia). 
Stéphane will be asked to sign up the working group procedure document so the board and working groups have 
an agreement of the way the collaboration should go on. 
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6.	Next	meetings	
Short meeting on 21st October, 27th November: face to face meeting in Paris, 16th December without Stefania and 
Manuel. 
 

7.	Stripe	instead	of	paypal	
This can be set up at an initial cost of 300€ and then 250€ a year to be run through the website. Stripe there is a 
1.4% charge inside Europe and 2.9% outside Europe. It should be easier than bank transfers and can be used with 
a credit card without having a bank account and easier to use through the website as a plugin.  

Ø Trial it for a year from the end of 2021 and reassess in a year’s time. Kevin will take this forward. 


